THE  GREAT  SOCIAL   REVOLUTIONS
different aims. All interests, movements and destinies
in life are inextricably entangled, and it is scarcely
possible for any movement to remain true to purely
economic or religious or any other motives. Moreover,
in every contest, a good many moral or ideological
reasons are set forth which cannot stand the test; this
is human nature ; in a dispute most people are ready
to set forth any argument which may have an effect in
favour of their particular end. Children do this, proffer-
ing the most absurd reasons for not eating food they
do not like, or for not going where they hate to go ; and
adults do exactly the same. Authors bent on defending
an untenable theory, will set forth the most far-fetched
arguments and the most sophistical reasons. But this
does not prove that men are not aware of the economic
nature of their pursuits and struggles, unless that mystical
transformation of economic into ideal reasons has previ-
ously taken place ; nor does it prove that their ideology
is determined by their economic struggles and conditions.
Nothing misleads men so much and makes their judg-
ments so unsound as the tendency to generalise an idea
founded on a certain experience, without investigating
whether it admits of universal application.
It should now be the turn of propositions 6 and 7;
and we should examine how much truth there is in the
assertion that the conditions of production from forms
of development of the productive forces turn into fetters
of these forces, and whether it is true that times of social
revolution will always set in when this happens, and,
finally, whether this is the only cause producing such a
revolution. This should be our next task. It seems,
however, advisable to consider these questions in con-
nection with the historical periods delineated by Marx
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